
THE HARVEST 
“Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of 

the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on 
them, because they were harassed  and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said  
to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, 

 therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” 
Matthew 9:35–38  

  

Look at the day Jesus was having in Matthew 9 
Heals a paralyzed man; calls Matthew as an Apostle; dinner engagement; handles trick questions on 
fasting; death of a little girl; woman with a chronic illness; heals a blind man; helps a demon possessed 
man...now let’s read again Matthew 9:35-38 
  
Vs 35  A great summary of Jesus’ Ministry 

* Among the people…INCARNATIONAL 

* Teaching and preaching...YOU ARE LOVED AND INVITED 

* Miracles...doing only what GOD CAN DO 

  

So, what can we do? 

  
VISUALIZE:  Pray to see what JESUS SEE 
“He saw the crowds...harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Then he said to his disciples 
‘The Harvest is plentiful…’”   Matthew 9:36-37 
  
The Harvest Today:  Our Mission Field 
Matthew 28:19-20,   Acts 1:8 
  

* The World-  7 BILLION; 4.5 BILLION not Christian;  1 Billion with no access to the Gospel 
  
* The United States—Estimated 259 Million not Christian 
  
Our Community-  
  

One way to visualize:  PRAYER WALK 
  
  

Who are the harassed and helpless in our community? 
  

Billy Graham Association says that out of 100 “regular Joes” 

* 7 struggle with depression and thoughts of suicide 

* 8 are jobless and struggle to provide for their family 

* 7 have problem with substance abuse and addiction 

* 14 deal with crippling anxiety  

* 3 are grieving over the loss of a loved one 



  
AGONIZE:  Learning to feel what JESUS FEELS 
Vs 36  “He had compassion on them…” 
  

* More than feeling PITY or feeling BAD 

* Compassion is DEEP DOWN in your soul and heart 
  

“because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd...”   
  

* PLUNDERED, THROWN DOWN, REJECTED 

  
EVANGELIZE:  Learning to do what Jesus did…MEET NEEDS 
  

* Praying for the harvest leads to PASSION for the harvest 

* Jesus met REAL NEEDS 

* Jesus shared GOOD NEWS  

  
“Then he said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.  Ask the Lord of the 
harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.’” 
  
* An interesting JIBC story 
  
To evangelize is to be a messenger of Good News...that you 
  

* LOVED 

* INVITED TO THE PARTY 

* HAVE ACCESS TO GOD 

  

 


