
WHEN GOD IS SILENT 
  

WHEN GOD SAYS WHAT 
 I DON’T WANT TO HEAR 

  

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare and not for 
evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  

Jeremiah 29:11 
  
  

Often God is not silent…we know what he is saying, but we turn away,  
we try to ignore it because we don’t want to hear it. 

  
HE TELLS US TO STAY 
  

Jeremiah 29:4-6 
  

Some options on how Israel could respond to exile: 
  

1) They could GIVE UP on life and die off 
  

2) They could REVOLT and probably die 
  

3) They could THRIVE  
  
Sometimes all we want is for God to say it’s OK to leave! 
- You are ready to leave your marriage but God says “What God has joined together, let no man 
separate”   Mark 10:9 
  

- You want revenge on that person who has hurt you, you want to knock em down a peg but God 
says “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord”  Romans 12:19 
  
HE TELLS US TO PRAY 
  

Jeremiah 29:7 
  

Don’t simply look out for yourselves - seek what is BEST for your enemy. 
  
Matthew 5:43-48 
  
“Yet, I must do one or the other.  Either I must intend to stop sinning or not intend to stop.  There is 
no third possibility.  I must plan to follow Jesus fully or not plan to follow him.”  
              Dallas Willard, The Spirit of the Disciplines 
  
  



HE TELLS US NOT TO STRAY 
  

Jeremiah 29:8-9 
  

They were selling False impressions of God, like… 
  

- The gospel says God wants us to be HAPPY, HEALTHY and SAFE   John 16:33 
  
- The gospel that says SIN isn’t a big deal.  God forgives you anyway.   Matthew 5:29-30 
  
HE TELLS US TO WAIT 
  

Jeremiah 29:10 
  

Sometimes we haven’t moved because God can’t TRUST us with what is next…YET. 
  
  
WHAT IS JESUS WAITING ON? 
  

Matthew 28:18-20 
  

  
God has spoken loud and clear to us.   
It is EXACTLY what we need to hear.  
Listen and Obey…even when it hurts. 

  
  

  

 


