
JONAH:  A STORY OF GRACE 
“Don’t just do something—do the right thing!” 

Jonah 1:4-16 
  

  

Three Philosophies 

  Don’t just stand there…do something 

  Do something even if it’s wrong 

  Don’t just do something…do something right! 

  
V1  - Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it 
  

V3  - But Jonah ran…went down 
  
Jonah:   ISRAEL’S STORY      OUR STORY 
  
  

WHEN JONAH DID NOT DO THE RIGHT THING… 
  
1. People PERISHED 
 V4  - “Then the LORD sent a great wind…the ship thought it  would break up.” 
  

 Q:  Is a storm in your life a good thing or a bad thing? 
       How does the LORD get your attention? 
  

 V5  - “All the sailors were afraid…cried out to their own god… threw the cargo into the sea” 
  

 A good response to the storms of life: 
  

  Pray as though everything DEPENDED ON GOD 
  

  Work as though everything DEPENDED ON YOU 
  

 V5b  -  “But Jonah went down…lay down…deep sleep” 
  

 “All that is necessary for evil to triumph is that good men do  nothing”      Edmund Burke 
   
2. The non-believers were CONFUSED 
 V6  -  “How can you sleep?  Get up and call on your god.”   
  

 Q:  What gods do you/have you called on to save you? 
  

 V7  -  “Let us cast lots to find out who is responsible…the lot fell  to Jonah” 
  

 * Numbers 32:23 
  

Casting lots sound ridiculous?  How about flipping a coin 6 times to determine a candidate for the 
USA? 

  



 V8  -  They asked Jonah some tough and revealing questions 
        “What is your part in causing this trouble?” 
  

 V9  -  Jonah was forced into sharing his FAITH and BELIEFS 
  In a world of darkness even a very small light helps 

  

 V10  -  Terrified and confused:  “What have you done?” 
  

 V11  -  Desperate:  “What must we do?” 
  
3. He could miss what GOD WAS DOING 
  

 V12  -  “Throw me over…I know it is my fault” 
  

 * A slight change: willing to give HIS LIFE FOR OTHERS 
  

 V13  -  How ironic that they tried to save Jonah’s life 
  

 V14-16  -  Then the sailors turned to the LORD GOD 
  
 
Remember how Jonah got into this mess? 
  

  Neglected the WORD OF GOD 
  

  Neglected PRAYER 
  
Jonah: A Story of Grace 
  

1.  Jonah is beginning to CHANGE 
  

2. The pagan sailors TURNED TO GOD 
  

3. A picture of JESUS GIVING HIS LIFE FOR OTHERS 
  

 


