
FAMILY PORTRAITS 
Forgiveness 

  
  

Isaiah 1:18 “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” 

  
  

There are things a church can and can’t do for families. 

Can…equip, empower and encourage   

Can’t …Raise, Replace or Replicate 
  
  
All families are flawed…some more so than others…they make mistakes… 
  

 Some IGNORE 

  Some MISTREAT 

  Some are ABSENT 
  
This leaves scars, wounds and hurt and thus a need for forgiveness. This brings us to an important word in 
bridging the divide and that is Forgiveness. 
  
  
Isaiah 1:18  “Come now, let us reason together,” says the LORD. “Though your sins are like scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool.” 
  
Forgiveness is extremely difficult to do…hurts hurt and the hurts are deeper when caused by family. 
  
  
Luke 15:11-16  
    
Points: 
  

  Trust is built or broken with every decision you make. 

  Trust takes time to build and seconds to lose. 

  Trust builds a reservoir over time. 
  
The rest of the story… Luke 15:17-32  
  
2 ways to respond…FORGIVE or FUME 
  
  
  



FORGIVENESS 
Over the years the best ways to glean the scriptures as a guide to instruct us how to parent and be 
parented…don’t look at the individuals…look to the nature and character of God in the scriptures. 
  
God… 

  Loves 

  Punishes 

  Encourages 

  Inspires 

  Forgives 
  
  
In Forgiveness 
  
RESOLVE instead of REVENGE - too often we seek to win rather than solve the issue 
  
LOVE instead of HATE - Everyday we must DECIDE to show love to one another. 
  
PRAYER instead of POWER - The greatest strength we have is the strength to bend to our knees and go 
to God. 
  
  

 


